CAMP MCGOVERN
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Visit us at:
RR#1 River Road
Elmwood, ON N0G 1S0
Mailing Address:
PO Box 20029
HANOVER, ON N4N 3T1

Winter Update, 2021:

The Summer of 2020 and 2021 will forever be known as the years without campers at Camp McGovern. At this time last year, the
Board was optimistic and determined to forge ahead with a Camp program, knowing it would have to be drastically different in
terms of camper numbers and experiences. As we navigated the ever-changing regulations, lockdowns and the uncertain Provincial
guidelines, we still managed to put together a small but amazing staff, and a plan for a meaningful camp experience. Although the
OCA was working alongside the Minister of Health to shape camp guidelines, they were not able to release the final draft until early
July. Unfortunately, the requirements set out at that time made it near impossible for us to run a safe, impactful program.
Making the decision to not to run camp for a second year was one of the most difficult votes we held as a Board. We would like
to take this opportunity to thank the group of ‘would-be’ staff, who graciously held on with us as we navigated these decisions,
and hope they join us for our 2022 camp season. We'd also like to thank our past Directors, Brad and Madi, who took on the
challenge of working in the uncertain terrain and did their best to balance their full-time teaching jobs while creating a program and
hiring a staff - THANKS BRAD AND MADI!

Brighter Days Ahead...
Camp McGovern runs on a breakeven annual operating budget.
In a year without an operating camp, our costs are significantly
reduced to maintenance, utilities and minor improvement
expenses. We are fortunate that our site is maintained by
volunteers, and our structures are mostly built and repaired by
volunteers and service groups - people we fondly refer to as
“Friends of McGovern.” This operating structure keeps us
resilient, but it is because of many of you that we've made it
through two unprecedented summers. We're extremely thankful
to you - our donors and volunteers - for recognizing that the camp
still needed your support. YOU are our silver lining!

These last two years have given us the opportunity
to re-allocate funds towards enhancing the Camp
McGovern experience via programs, facilities and
equipment. By next summer, we will have invested over
$75,000 in improvements to our Biking, Camping, Nature and
Canoeing programs. Approximately $20,000 of these funds is
being invested into our pond to make it a healthier
ecosystem and an enriched program space. Our old (and I
mean old) Arts and Crafts cabin will be demolished and a
new one will take its place. We can’t wait to see the joy these
improvements bring to our campers!

In a typical year, we must prioritize the immediate needs of
running a camp - excellent staff, nutritious food, and subsidized
camper fees to bring the camp experience to those that need it
most. Often, this means we forgo updates and improvements to
the camp in order to overcome shortfalls and maintain subsidies
to stay true to our principles.

As we head into the tail end of 2021, we have a set of OCA
guidelines to work with, 78% of the Canadian population
have received at least one vaccine dose, and Camp
McGovern is in fine form to welcome a new group of excited
campers. Despite the uncertainty of the past two years, we
look ahead to the 2022 camp season with a renewed sense
of optimism and focus on what matters most - the
camper experience.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Danniel Eggen spent a good
part of this past summer giving
back to the camp he loved
attending for 12 years. He
was first sponsored to attend
Camp McGovern by Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Hanover.
He had a Big Brother for just
one year but was able to go to
camp each summer.
His favorite activities at
McGovern were, the low
ropes challenge course as it required teamwork, the accuracy required for
archery and the challenge of Canoeing on the Saugeen River. He had attended
other camps but always preferred McGovern because of the wide variety of
activities, and that he could choose his favorites for much of the week. At other
camps he had to follow a set agenda the entire week.
After high school he registered for an online course in Early Childhood
Education through the Clinton campus of Fanshawe College in London. His
studies were suspended in March 2020 due to Covid-19. He is currently in
discussion to resume his course.
At least one, and often two days a week this summer, Danniel would be at the
camp helping to maintain the site. From planting trees or mowing grass, to
trimming brush, or just helping with other maintenance chores, he was always
willing to put his shoulder to the wheel.
Danniel lives near the camp and intends stay involved and help where he can.
We look forward to enjoying the benefit of his most willing efforts.
Thank you, Danniel, for the contributions you make to keep the magic alive.

M A R K Y O U R Calendars
Mar. 5th, 2022

Curling for Campers
@ Westmount Golf and Country Club

Aug. 6th, 2022

17th Annual Poker Run
@ Camp McGovern

Sep. 16th, 2022

23rd Annual Friends of McGovern Golf
Tournament @ Pike Lake Golf Course

Best wishes for the Holidays, and for health
and happiness throughout the coming year.

Annual Poker Run
This year, we held the 2021 Annual Poker
Run on a beautiful October day, blending
what worked from our 2020 format with the
traditions we have all come to enjoy. The
result was a covid-friendly experience with a
variety of Fall activities - from hayrides to
s'mores by the campfire.
The day started off with a beautiful trek to
Camp McGovern on rural roads lined with
foliage in brilliant Fall colours,
complimented by the spectacular display
of classic vehicles. Participants enjoyed an
outdoor lunch with lots to see and do
around the camp. Our expectations of a cool,
brisk day were topped by sunny skies and
temperatures in the high teens. Considering
the ground we stood (and parked) on was
covered by the waters of the Saugeen River
just one week before, we were thankful for
the solid ground, and even more so, the
solid group of sponsors and participants
who contribute to making the Annual Poker
Run such a success.
We are astonished to announce that the
2021 Poker Run brought in over $30,000. As
always, these funds will go towards
subsidized fees, improvements and
developing an impactful camp experience to
kids who need it the most. Thank you so
much for your continued support and
dedication to this event!

To unsubscribe please leave a message at
(519) 998-2646 or email
director@campmcgovern.com

